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Sinceitsinceptionin1996,ChildMaltreatment(CM)
has established itself as a respected and clinically relevant venue for top-quality research, reviews, and theoretical work in the field of child maltreatment. The number of important articles appearing in CM since 1996 is far too many to list here; most recently, a special issue of CM was devoted to groundbreaking papers from research projects funded under the National Institute of Mental Health program for research in child neglect. A second special issue featuring more papers from these important projects is forthcoming. Evidence of CM's growing stature is easy to find: Despite its relative youth, CM has recently been accepted by the Institute for Scientific Information and has for years been listed on all major scholarly indexes, including Medline and PsycLIT.
Dr. Mark Chaffin has diligently served as CM's editorin-chief since its initiation and deserves much credit for its remarkable progress in just 9 short years. His knowledge of the field, dedication to empiricism, sharp critical eye, and sound judgment are reflected in every issue. Succeeding Mark as editor is both an honor and a challenge.
But as with the field itself, CM must continue to evolve to achieve its goals. In the inaugural issue of CM, Mark Chaffin and Theresa Reid (1996) outlined four goals for the then-fledgling journal. First, they noted,
We must achieve the difficult integration of remaining advocates for maltreated children while dispassionately examining what we know and how we know it. . . . Child Maltreatment will encourage a data-based approach to these issues, providing a forum for incremental science and delineating its relevance to practice and policy. (p. 4) Second, they emphasized the need for the field to form a "coherent identity . . . retaining a broad focus and encouraging development and thought on all fronts, including sexual and physical abuse, neglect, psychological maltreatment, prevention, and public policy" (p. 4), and similarly highlighted the need to integrate work from "law enforcement, medicine, and law, as well as mental health and child protective services" (p. 4). Third, Chaffin and Reid recognized that the field is challenged to respond not only to the diversity of types of maltreatment and professionals who respond to it, but also to the diversity of the children for whom we work . . . [CM will provide] a forum for articles that consider the relevant theoretical and practical issues. (p. 4) Finally, they emphasized that CM will "encourage a look at the 'big picture,' publishing articles which synthesize disparate pieces of information and analysis into a coherent vision of where we are and where we might be or ought to be going" (p. 4).
Looking back on these aspirations, two thoughts come to mind. First, CM has successfully pursued all of these goals. Articles appearing in the journal during the past 9 years have added to the empirical base in the field, have focused broadly on all topics and disciplines within child maltreatment, have addressed issues of diversity, and have provided careful syntheses of both the field and specific practices within it. Progress within the field itself has been reflected in CM; advances in definitional issues, the surveillance of child victimization, treatment, prevention, and understanding of the causes and consequences of maltreatment are evident in every issue.
Second, despite the progress demonstrated in the pages of CM, each of these goals appears to be at least as relevant today as it was 9 years ago. First, our field remains challenged by simultaneous needs to advocate for services and to submit those services to rigorous and healthy skepticism. Furthermore, we struggle with how to successfully realign our policies, practices, and systems in light of research. Dissemination and implementation of evidence-based practices, as with other fields, is hindered by the many different professional cultures, value systems, beliefs, funding sources, and regulations that characterize the current response to maltreatment. Second, despite evidence regarding the relative prevalence and harmfulness of the various forms of child maltreatment, we continue to be defined-both by others and by our own efforts-by sexual abuse first, physical abuse second, and neglect third (with psychological maltreatment rarely even being acknowledged). Finally, diversity remains a challenge: We still know too little about how to acknowledge and respond to cultural and other diversity in the children with whom we work, and we still have far more research-based knowledge of mental health-related elements within the field (e.g., the sequelae of abuse or the efficacy of certain therapeutic approaches) than about the protective services approaches that dominate our society's response to maltreatment.
Clearly, then, we must stay the course. But we must also do more. To those ends, I envision changes for CM that are more a further evolution of its current direction than a departure, and I will take pains to ensure that its present reputation, character, and quality remain intact. First, expect continued evolution of electronic access to CM and to articles cited within it. Print copies, of course, will continue to be available for those who prefer this. We have also adopted an e-mail-based manuscript process that we hope will encourage submission, facilitate timely review, and reduce paper usage: All manuscript submissions and reviews can now be sent as attachments to childmaltreatment@wayne.edu. Regarding content, expect to see increased publication of diverse views regarding controversial topics; expect also to see invited 5-year reviews of important topics and invited articles from leaders in the field regarding their vision for the future of child welfare. But most of all, expect to see a journal that continues to encourage and disseminate relevant, high-quality scholarly work in the area of child maltreatment. I am grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this endeavor.
